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We’ve come up with 5 headings where good things are happening to BUILD BACK BETTER: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Circular Economy is 
about making things 

last, sharing and 
looking after our 

planet

But GOOD things are 
happening too, like 
neighbours looking 
out for each other 
and less pollution

The coronavirus 
pandemic and 
lockdown are a 

strange and hard time 
for all of us

These could help us 
BUILD BACK BETTER, 

towards a more 
circular society that's 
better for us and the 

planet

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Below we have come up with some of the things we think we are all doing BETTER during lockdown. 

Can you choose your favourite 3 things from all those in the 5 categories below ? Also let us know of 

any great ideas and stories you have come across during your lockdown (max 50 words). The best 3 

will win a prize and will feature in the online Making Circles display at the National Museum of 

Scotland. 

Take a photo of your entry or email it to your teacher, who will send it on to us. 

My favourite 3 lockdown BUILD BACK BETTER ideas are (choose from the 

ideas on the next pages): 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 
  

My lockdown idea/story in less than 50 words is… 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

1. MAKING THINGS LAST 

“Because lots of shops are shut and people are stuck inside they only go out to buy essentials so they’re not 

buying unnecessary things and only buying what they really need.” 

 

 
 

 

 

2. Fresh Air for All 

“Wildlife is coming closer into the cities because it’s cleaner as people aren’t travelling as much in polluting 

vehicles. In everyday life, if you just take a moment to listen, the birdsong is much clearer and the vehicles 

are silent. Normally it’s the other way round.” 

 

 

We're repairing, 
re-using and 

recycling better. 
We're MAKING 
THINGS LAST

We're using less 
packaging because 

we're buying in bulk and 
re-using what we have

We're buying 
less and only 

what we really 
need

We're walking 
or cycling more

Air quality is 
getting better -

pollution is 
down by 50%

Wildlife is 
coming back 

into our cities

Transport use 
is down by 60%



 

 

 

 

3. Healthier Community 

“Often people are too busy to know their neighbours. Now everyone’s at home and lots of people need help 

so people are helping their neighbours.” 

 

 
 

 

4. Making the Most of Technology 

“People don’t have to travel to have an hour-long meeting when you can have it in your own home with 

your computer.” 

 
  

Creating virtual 
tool libraries so 
neighbours can 

share tools

Scientists developing an 
app to trace contacts of 

people who have had 
Covid-19

Using Zoom or 
Whatsapp for 
meetings or to 

see family



 

 

 

5. Mindset for Change 

“When schools went on strike for climate action, lots of people said we wouldn’t be able to get people to 

change how they live. The lockdown is proof that we CAN change how we live to help our planet. We can live 

without shopping for joy and we can travel less or in a pollution-free way – and we can still be happy!” 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rethinking how we 
value what people  

do, like the amazing 
key workers

Appreciating what makes life 
precious - friends & family, 

kindness & community, 
nature & the environment

Accepting we don't 
need to travel or 
buy so much

Thanks for reading our ideas for BUILDING BACK BETTER. 

  Remember to let us know your ideas and stories too! 

Thanks from Ostrero and the Making Circles Team 


