
 

Produced by and Copyright Ostrero 

 

 

What is the Circular Economy? 

The Circular Economy is about MAKING THINGS LAST. 

o It is the opposite of our current Linear Economy, where we TAKE things out of the ground, 

MAKE something with them, USE them maybe only once, and DISPOSE of them, without 

worrying too much about where they will end up. 

o In contrast, in a Circular Economy, EVERYTHING FEEDS INTO SOMETHING ELSE, just like in 

nature. 

o Everything is POWERED BY RENEWABLE ENERGY. 

o Everything is DESIGNED TO LAST. 

o People SHARE or HIRE some things, instead of having to OWN them. 
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Why do we need a Circular Economy? 

o Our current Linear Economy isn’t sustainable – each year we use the resources of almost 

TWO planets. Resources are running low and we are doing huge damage to our climate, 

plants and wildlife. We are in a Climate Emergency and we need to find a better way to do 

things  

o There will be 3 billion new people on earth by 2050. We need to change how we design and 

use things to make sure there is enough to go round for everyone 
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Circular Design - Designing to Last 

In the Making Circles workshops, we DESIGN and MAKE for a Circular Economy and think about: 

1. Designing for Disassembly - designing things so they are easy to fix, update and properly 

recycle at the end of life 

2. Transforming waste to value - using materials like old bouncy castles to create new 

products 

3. Creating multi-functional products – so that one set of materials does more than one thing 

4. Powering by renewable energy - adding solar panels or windmills to create energy from 

renewable sources 

5. Being inspired by nature – in nature there is very little waste and plants and animals can 

give us some great ideas for circular design 

 


