
BOOK REVIEW – ‘Wonder’ 

WALT: write a review. 

A review gives information and your opinion about a book or film 

which people can use to decide if they want to read the book or 

watch the film. 

Choose a book or film that you know well to write a review of. 

WILF: 

I am looking for a summary of the plot: 

• When and where is it set? 

• Who are the characters? 

• What happens? 

I am looking for opinions: 

• What did you like? 

• What did you not like? 

• How many stars do you give it?  

When is it set? Present day 

Where is it set? America 

Who are the 

characters? 

August, his family, kids at school – Julian, 

Summer, Jack. 

What happens? August goes to school for the first time. 

Other kids’ reactions to how he looks. 

He makes some close friends. 

What did I like? The way the story is written – it is like reading 

a diary. 

What did I not like? Julian’s story having no capital letters. 

How many stars? 5 stars 



BOOK REVIEW – ‘Wonder’ 

‘Wonder’ is a novel by the American author R.J. Palacio. It is set in 

America in the present day and follows the story of a ten-year old 

boy, August Pullman, and his family. The book is an international 

bestseller and was made into a movie in 2017. 

August (Auggie) was born with distorted facial features and his 

parents chose to educate him at home. When he is ten years old 

they decide it is time for Auggie to go to school. Auggie and his 

family dread the reaction of the other children at school: most kids 

avoid sitting next to Auggie; a boy called Julian is deliberately 

unkind to him; and a rumour spreads that anyone who touches him 

will get the plague. Auggie meets Summer who initially feels sorry 

for him but ends up being a close friend. Another boy, Jack, 

becomes a good friend but for some of the book the reader is left 

wondering how genuine Jack’s friendship is. 

‘Wonder’ is written in the first person but it is not always from 

Auggie’s point of view. Via (Auggie’s sister) also tells her side of the 

story, as does Summer, Jack, Justin (Via’s boyfriend), and Miranda 

(Via’s friend). I like the way the book is written in diary form. It feels 

as though the characters are letting you into their secrets and it is 

easy to empathise with how they are feeling. Reading the book was 

an emotional journey for me as I laughed and cried along with  

each character’s story. One thing I disliked about the book was the 

way Justin’s story was written: there were no capital letters at the 

beginning of sentences. No explanation was given for this but I’m 

sure it was intentional by the author as the rest of the book had 

capital letters.  

I would recommend reading ‘Wonder’ because it makes you 

realise how someone must feel when they are treated unkindly 

because of the way they look. It also gives you a sense of hope as 

most of the kids end up liking and respecting Auggie for who he is. 

Maybe if more people read this book there would be less bullying 

and unkind behaviour towards people who look different. To sum 

up, ‘Wonder’ is an entertaining and though-provoking book that I 

would happily read again. 

My star rating: ***** 


